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MALER¥OV AND STALIN'S8 DEATH

It 1s possible vhat the advent ¢o power in the United Statas of the Repub-
lican Party and the Eisenhower Administration, and the active effarts, connected
with this, to organize the armed forces cf the UG and the democrutic countriee
kave made the yoanger Kremlin rulers- {(Malenkov, Beriya, Bulganin, et al.) decide
L. to attack the West hefore it has time to prepare itself for defense. Malenkov

Ce and Deriya know thet tke USSR, with China und the Satellites, has at present a
wilitary superiority over the U3 end the West wvhich in armed conflict might give
< the Kremlin & decisive victory (emsble it to seize Europe and Asis).

w Staiin, cautious by nature, could scarcely agree with this point of view;

_ he avoided the risk of a major war, for, as a true Marxist-Leninist, he was
convinced that the existing world situation would svoner or later lead to an
economic crisis in the capitalistic world, espscially in the US, anpd finally to
a triumph of Commnism throughout the world. Stalin believed in the inevitability
of the crisis and of the downfall of capitalism. He just developed Lenin's
prinriples -- worked out methods to foster and intensify the crisis of capitalism
without risking a major war with ii. OStalin respected and fzared U3 economic

pover.

Undoudbtedly, Stalin knew of thz imclination among the young mesbers of the
Politburo to teke advantage of the present unprepared state of the West and to
start s war before the organization of a Buropean zrmy snd the restoration of
v the military power of West Germany and Japan. The young mumbere of the Politdburo
do nct hsve the saxe faith in the principles of Marxism-Leniniex as 41d Stalin
end the Lenin generation of Bolsheviks. Malerkov, Beriya, Bulganin, and the
others belleve that capitalism has within itself the power to change its forms
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and that the postwsr period has shown that thers is vitality in the West, that

the expected ecomomic erisis has not developed and will not develop. The young

mepbers of the Politburo have not made their careers in party ideologicel work

end heve not growvn up amid the theoretical disputes of the Harxists or the dis-

putes between Stalin and the opposition, conmposed of Bukharin, Trotsxiy, Zinov. :

yev, etc. They are caleuwlating men, in a practical sense; men of action. They REEe

prefer direct action, and not Stalin's poliey of slowly building up superiority,. i
.. of gredual advence and seizure rlece by piece of the capitalist world, ;.70 e

L Feeling his age and the approach of desth, Stalin decided to take precuution.
‘L7 ary meesures against the hotheads in the Politburc. 'The 19tk Perty Cr-rvess was i ..
calied in October, 1952; at this Btalin dissolved the Polithuroe consibcing of 12
men and replaced it with the Presidium of 36 men. By this recrganization of the:

-it leadership st the 19th Party Congress Stalin decreased the importance of each ¢
7 member of the 014 Politburo end at the same time lessened the danger of an S
extreme concentration of power in Milenkov's hands. Moracver, Stalin introduced
military figures into the PresidZam, The Pregence of leading generasle of the -
. army iz the party ruling ¢ircles would make Melenkov and Beriya be more cautious "
: ebout risking & major war. o

coohomral i AT the end of the Party Congress the &iling Stalin appedred befors. the ‘dele-
. - | gates with a‘speech in which he sald that conflict and war between the various e
L ) capitalistic countries was ine ‘table [Gnderscoréd a8 in ¢riginal/, end that there-
fore tbe Soviet Union shoﬁszfa-ﬁoﬁpoliéy of biding ite time; while intensifying
Cd the conflicts between these countries ) éxbausting ‘lhem, and-wlaying on the gonflicts
1 betveen them, t.e., shculd dolas Stalin 414 withiGetieny an® . Japdn ard France;
Britain and America in the last war. q

-y

S Thus, the 19th Party Congress was used by Stelin against the possible
strengthening of the jndividusl powar of Malenkov, and against the pilicy of
the young menbers of the Politburo of beginning a war with the West, taking
advantege of the latter's military unpreparednens.

But Just &8 souvu as Stalin died the world saw Malenkov do away with all
the provisions of the 1Gth Party Congresc, with ali of Stalin's measures. The
Presidium of the KKSS KPSS:I], with its many members, wes abolished, and the
Politburo of ten men, obedient 4o Malenkov, wus restored. Thz governmernt was
reorgenized into a military cabinet, just as at the time of the last war.
Marshel Zhukov, pushed eside and given lover positions by Stalin, was restored
to & position of army leadership. Murshal Sckolovekiy was recently named crief
of staff; even when he was in Germany he did not conceal his opinion that the
West was militarily weeker than the USSR,

Thus the death of Stalln was of advantage to halenkov. It was necegaary
N 1o enable him to seize power and to carry out his policy of striking the West
. now, #hen it is just beginning to arm jtgelf.

@ Melenkov vas a pupil of Stalin in the period when the latter was selzing

% power, sweeping from his path all those who 8tood in his way: Trotskiy, Bukharin,
Zinov'yev, Rykov, Kemenev, Tukhachevskiy, and others. Malenkov wvas chief of
Stalin’s secretariat in that period end engaged in preparing the elimination of
the opnosition. FRence he has rich experience in tkhis respect.

Trotskiy wrote that Stalin, 1f he did not actually poison Lenin, at least
helped to bring on his death, for the ailing Lenin began to fear Stalin, "the
lover of highly spiced dishes ,7 ard Sefore his death Lenin was taking steps to

§ remove Stalin from ths post of General Becretary of the Central Comdttiee of the
% party. History may have repeated itself: Stalin, fearing Maleniov, had taken

., steps to curh him, and the latter hastened Stalin‘a dsath atnss ks 2:2 got
- veni to lose /the opportunity of/ this year, when the US and the West were still
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unprepared. The arrest of the Kremlin doctors now eppears in a new light: they
had bern tresting Stalin for a lomg time; their errest by Malenkov frightensd
Stalin, and the new doetors, on the orlers of Malenkor ard Beriya, hastsned
Stelin’e desth. This, of couvse, is only & guess.

[The rest of] what has been set forth ebove is alsc a guess. Our propé-
ganda must develop 1t and use it extensively for bromdcests to the other side
of the Iron Curtain {by the redic of the American Coumittee for tha Libveratiocn
of the Feoples of Russia, Radio Free Eurcps, and other charmels). Such props-
garda should present Nmlenkov and Beriye a2 murderers, as politicisns staking
the lives and interests of their peoples on the card of war.

fur propegands must use Stalin's death ageinst Malenkov -- by means of the
dmad dlctator it must strike 4t the living ome. It s certain that the army and
the psople wiil balieve such an explanation of the death of £ialin, all the more
since Malenkov is Xnown 38 the author and executor of the frightful Yeshov purge,
and Beriya aes the head of the hated REVD-MIB-MVD. Also, everyons kncws that as
late as February 8telin received two Indian personslitias and the latier ssid
that he vag in good healih snd spirits; this must be emphasized.
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